
A legacy of enabling others

A tribute to my mentor, collaborator and 
friend, Dr. Bill Skarnes



Bill builds tools that enable an entire field

•Pioneered gene trapping in mouse 
ES cells
•Nature, 2011: established a 
conditional knockout resource for 
genome-wide mouse gene function
•Carried the same philosophy into 
human iPSCs, shared reference 
lines, and disease modeling



I first met the man behind that legacy at Sanger in 2015



He looked intimidating, but the course was a lot of fun



Our paths crossed again in 2016



I started my lab with Bill’s KOLF2 iPSCs



We shared ideas and welcomed each other to our labs



Five papers later, Bill became my closest collaborator



Yes, this really hangs on our lab wall 



Outside the lab, collaboration became friendship



Then we took the collaboration off-road



We had an amazing adventure



At one point, I knew I had to keep going on my own



During our trip, we spotted the goats



But I realized I had been traveling with the GOAT all along
Greatest Of All Time



Thank you, Bill, for a remarkable journey together
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